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What is 
transparency?

Focus on how and why students are learning course 

content, concepts, and skills in a particular way, and how 

they will use that learning in their lives after college.



TILTing helps 
students to:

• Efficiently focus their (cognitive) attention on their 

learning and performance targets;

• Be clear about expectations for success (and how to 

earn a specific grade);

• Buy into the short- and long-term goals of their work.



I actually spend a lot more time learning the material 
rather than devoting a lot of unnecessary time to 
unscrambling what I’m supposed to be doing. 

                  
- University of Nebraska student



Consider 
one of your 
current 
assignments

What common 
questions do you get 
from students about 
the assignment?



What makes an assignment transparent?

Purpose Task Criteria
• Uncovers relevance to 

students
• Connects to learning 

outcomes

• Students know what to 
do

• Students know how to 
do it

• Identifies specific 
expectations and 
criteria

• Provides examples & 
standards for success



Communicating the Purpose of Your Assignment

Real-world 

connection(s)
Career 

connection(s)

College performance

Larger concept 

connection(s)

Course outcomes



Based on the transparency criteria, how transparent

 are your current assignments?



Let’s practice

Underline the purpose

Circle  the task

[Put brackets] around 
the criteria
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More transparent 

assignment example



How might more 
transparent 
assignments 
benefit students?



Peer Review, 2016

AAC&U and TILT Higher Ed 

Collaboration with 7 minority-

serving institutions, 1800 

students, & 35 faculty:

• 425 first-generation students

• 402 non-white students

• 479 low-income students

• 297 multiracial students

Faculty made just TWO 

assignments transparent.

Increases in

• Academic confidence

• Sense of belonging

• Skills valued by employers

Medium to large effect for underserved students!

Longitudinal studies also 

show improvements in 

retention rates and GPA.
+
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Are you ready to 
try it out?
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